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On May 17, Juan Jose Delpino, president of the Venezuelan Workers Confederation (CTV), said
that "not one leaf will stir" during the 12-hour general strike scheduled for Thursday to protest
the government's austerity measures. The government responded in a communique by declaring
the strike illegal, although spokespersons said May 17 that authorities would "avoid useless
confrontations that in no way benefit the nation." The communique said that all public service
offices will operate normally, although unions of public sector employees have joined the strike.
The May 18 event was Venezuela's first general strike in 31 years. Government officials also said
that the strike would affect small businesses and most public transportation, but not the staterun oil, aluminum and iron industries. Union spokespersons said only 3% of the workforce for
these basic industries would be on the job, result of a pact reached with union members and state
company employers. Labor leaders said newspapers will not be distributed and buses will not run.
International flights from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. May 18 were canceled, travel agents said. President Carlos
Andres Perez initially criticized the strike announcement as "suicidal" for the CTV, arguing it would
receive no support from workers. Later, he supported the strike as within the union's rights and
even expressed his approval at a union conference. According to Hugo Fonseca Viso, president
of the Chambers of Commerce Federation, "The strike is a repudiation of the government's
economic policies, so if it is successful, it means the government's failure." Planning Minister Miguel
Rodriguez said the strike will cost the country $300 million in lost production. The CTV said an
estimated 6 million workers would participate in the strike. CTV membership numbers 3 million.
(Basic data from Notimex, AP, 05/17/89)
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